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were noblemen, with him; but dined in his yacht, where
we all ate together with his Majesty. In this passage
he was "pleased to discourse to me about my book in-
veighing against the nuisance of the smoke of London,
and proposing expedients how, by removing those par-
ticulars I mentioned, it might be reformed; command-
ing me to prepare a Bill against the next session of
Parliament, being, as he said, resolved to have something
done in it. Then he discoursed to me of the improve-
ment of gardens and buildings, now very rare in England
comparatively to other countries. He then commanded
me to draw up the matter of fact happening at the
bloody encounter which then had newly happened be-
tween the French and Spanish Ambassadors near the
Tower, contending for precedency, at the reception of the
Swedish Ambassador; giving me orders to consult Sir
William Compton, Master of the Ordnance, to inform
me of what he knew of it, and with his favorite, Sir
Charles Berkeley, captain of the Duke's life guard, then
present with his troop and three foot companies; with
some other reflections and instructions, to be prepared
with a declaration to take off the reports which went
about of his Majesty's partiality in the affairs, and of
his officers' and spectators" rudeness while the conflict
lasted. So I came home that night, and went next morn-
ing to London, where from the officers of the Tower, Sir
William Compton, Sir Charles Berkeley, and others who
were attending at this meeting of the Ambassadors three
days before, having collected what I could, I drew up a
Narrative in vindication of his Majesty, and the carriage
of his officers and standers-by.

On Thursday his Majesty sent one of the pages of the
back stairs for me to wait on him with my papers, in
his cabinet where was present only Sir Henry Bennett
(Privy-Purse), when beginning to read to his Majesty
what I had drawn up, by the time I had read half a
page, came in Mr. Secretary Morice with a large paper,
desiring to speak with his Majesty, who told him he was
now very busy, and therefore ordered him to come again
some other time; the Secretary replied that what he had
in his hand was of extraordinary importance. So the
King rose up, and, commanding me to stay, went aside
to a corner of the room with the Secretary; after a white,or and mine
